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Winter Whales - Southbound
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: 7. In 8 Spanish Head [10th o) g
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Spring Whale Watching Week - Sat., T gl gl Py =
March 20 - Sat., March 27, 2010 16 E‘J““L'm"':gﬁ ;
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show visitors the gray whales. Pacific
This is not the only time you can see the whales. Ocean
About 18,000 whales will pass by our coast 16, Umnpaqua Lighthous
during March, April, May and June on their way to
Alaska's Bering Sea.
Juveniles pass first followed by adults. Last are 19, Shese Acres Stite Park f
the mothers and babies. _ 4,
20 Face Rock N
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Many of them come close to shore feeding on
Oregon's great food supply. In April and May you an
may be able to see mothers and calves resting in  z1.cape flanca Lghthowse
protected coves close to shore. We see this quite . Peert Chined
often from the Whale Center. The same locations - Bitie Fack Wayfinding Poir ] Haréug Hoarain
on the map are still great viewing spots. {
Cirarvts P Py 3
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Summer Whales State Seric Comder Dvriook phekep A
There are about 200-400 gray whales that do not 4 Capi il ok el Akland D\

go as far north as Alaska to feed in the summer. 25. Harrhs Beach State Park el

We generally have feeding whales on the central v, |
coast from July through October. These whales 26. §th St Beach, Chescent Cty R rceen City, Callfoms !
are very close to shore while feeding and can often be seen from many of the same locations on the
map.
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Whale Watching Tips

For year-round whale watchers and those watching for the first time, here are a few whale watching
tips.

e Gray whales may possibly be seen year-round on the Oregon, Washington and northern
California coastlines.

e Winter migration has the highest numbers (30 per hour) but the whales are usually farther off
shore (1-5 miles) because of stormy weather..

e During the spring migration (northbound), the whales are more spread out (6 per hour) but they
are closer to shore (1/2 - 3 miles), sometimes stopping to eat.

e Summer feeding whales are very close to shore and eat tiny mysid shrimp that live in the kelp
beds. They may feed for hours in the same location.

e Bring your binoculars and dress for the weather. Focus your binoculars and have them ready,
but watch with your eyes. When you locate a blow, then bring up your binoculars for a closer
look.

e Learn the diving and feeding habits of the whales (see the Whale Watching Center brochure) so
you will know how often and where they may surface.

e Morning light (with the sun at your back) is often helpful for spotting blows. Afternoon light
reflects off the water and makes viewing difficult.

e Calmer days are better whale watching days, by land, sea or air!

e Any spot with an ocean view may yield whale sightings, but higher locations are better than
sandy beaches.






